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French on American Mediation.

RESIDENT HARDING'S reply to the request
Poltheccrmuththenctumdhlorhuu

reparation question has not been favorably re-
ceived by French public’ opinion. There are several
reasons why this is 5o, but the most important is the
belief that the Buggestion to Germany to submit fur-
ther proposals promises to interfere with the French
plans for the occupation of the Ruhr. It must be
remembered that to one section of French opinion,
the extreme Nationalists, the occupation of the Ruhr
and the industrial districts of Westphalia is regarded
as the best reparation France can hope to obtain and
the best guaranty against Germn aggression in the
future. Other sections of Frgnch opinion, which have
no imperialistic tendencies, have become convinced
that negotiations with Germany will never amount to
anything and that it is necessary to apply the severest
kind of pressure unless the Germans are to be allowed
to avoid making just reparation.

The fact that the Germans received the American
note with pleasure, interpreting it to mean that al-
though the President would not act as an umpire, the
United States would act as a mediator, has confirmed
the fears of the French. They realize that the British
and Italians are reluctant to consent to the carrying
out of the plans for the occupation of the Ruhr and
that the American nate, by suggesting further nego-
tiations with Germany, will stiffen the opposition
within the entente to the French plans. The effect
of this has been to arouse the Nationalists again to
threaten Premier Briand with overthrow, if he shows
any signs of wavering.

The conclusion which is generally reflected
thronghout the French press is that the allies have
pothing to gain through the possible mediation of
America and that whatever result that action may have
will be of advantage to Germany. A number of pa-
pers urge Premier Briand to let nothing interfere
with his plans. His policy should be to act quickly
and to talk it over afterward.

Bolshevist Aims in Middle East.

PERSIA will be the next state in the Middle East

to fall under Bolshevik rule, according to Gen.

Noskoff in the Paris L'Opinion. The fall of the
Republic of Georgia, Gen. Noskoff writes, provides the
Pepublic of Moscow with a second and powerful. out-
post on its way towards Asia, the first of these being
Turkestan. “The complete Sovietization of the Cau-
casus removes the last obstacles which separated the
Russia of the Soviets from the Turkey of Angora,
with which the commissars of Moscow appear to have
concluded an accord concerning common action in
the ‘southeast direction’ Furthermore the Bolshevist
success in Georgia will augment the prestige of the
Muscovite Republic among the people of Asia. Turkey
and Persia, neighbors of the Caucasus, remain un-
settled and offer an excellent field of action to ad-
venturers,”

Gen. Noskoff asserts that the northern part of
Persia is already under the influence of Turkestan and
Bolshevik Ajerbaijan.
. in a better position to resist Bolshevik influence. Al-
though it will be difficult for the Bolsheviks to over-
come the obstacles arising from the questions of na~
tionality and religion, their conquest of Georgia places
them in an advantageous position from which to ex-
tend their operations to the south and east

Lord Northcliffe on Ireland.

“A lasting settlement in Ireland will come only

when the normal demand of the Irish people

is satisfied. To my mird, that demand is
fof complete autonomy within the  four seas of Ire-
land. The demand for a republic ®seems to me unreal,
Ireland does not wish to maintain an army, still less
a fleet; but Ulster is a problem, disfegard-of which
has shipwrecked many well-meant attemipts at a_gen-
eral settlement. Shll that problem is by no meurfl as
great as it was”

With' this statement Lord Nerthcliffe sums up his
conclusions regarding the settlement of the Irish
problem Wwhich he discusses at length in the April issue
of The Nineteenth Century and After. !

Loord Northcliffe believes that -there might have
been an amicable settlement 6f the Irish problem had
the government immediately after the armistice given
sssurance of their intention to approach the matter in
the spirit of a'peacemaker and of their willingneéss to
récognize those Irish claims to which the debates has
given expression. By allowing matters to drift, how-
ever, they drifted from bad to worse while a peaceful
scttlement became increasingly difficult.

Lord Northoliffe is convinced that a peaceful set-
tlement will be reached and that Ireland will enjoy
the greatest prosperity in her history, but this settle-
ment will be made “only when the English public
realize the futility of maintaining by force and under
world-wide condemnation an absolute form of gov-
ernment such as we have always been the ﬁrst to de-
mounce in foreign empires.” “It is,” he continues, ‘no

Nationalist Turkey, however, is’

use for us 1o assure ourselves that we must always
be, because we have always been, in the right, and that
if we only persist long enough in the course into
which we have drifted the world will come to admire
our skill in statecraft; nor can we gain anything by
arguing about the imevitable. But these may seem no
more than vain speculations at a time when, one after
another, every interest in Southern Ireland is being
alienated from this country by a policy of repression
which involves in Its destruction of life and propefty
the whole social and economic fabric of the country.
No settlement can now, 1 fear, be reached except
through a truce, the necessity for which becomes
hourly more apparent.”

The Austrian Loan Scheme.

HE London M News gives thé following

summary of proposals for the relief of m
which have been made to the coudcil of

league of nations by the financial section; -

1. That the allied war and post-war claims shall
be suspended for not less than twenty years;

2. That the service of any external loan shall,
until repayment, have absolute.priority over all claims
and liens suspended; .

3. That immediate measures be uken..nm by

Austria and by the states formerly included im the:

dual monarchy, to remove the barriers to ‘trade be-
tween them;

4. That there should be a speedy settlement of

the, division of the debtl of the former Austro-Hun-

garian monarchy; .- oy

5. That the Austrian m be plieul in
possession of the assets of the Bank of Austria-Hun-
gary to an extent sufficient to reouuiu its bank of
issue;

6. That there shall be floated by wb'lic subscrip-
tion an internal loan to fund the existing budget
deficit, and m the issue of further piper currency;

7. Thit the expenditure of the Austrian govern-
ment, especially on subﬂd‘lel and . staff, lle rpm to

a minimum;

8 Thtmuﬂﬂesmptdbth

be hypothecated to the service of loans and credits.

Gennaq( Propaganda-New Style.

It is casy to understand the obtuseness which has
characterized Germany’s conduct of foreign relations
if the German people and their leaders are forced to
rely on such information as is contained in the follow-
fhg statement which appeared in the Hamburgischer
Corregpondent recently.

“A German-American, pfominent in political life
in America, who came to Germany in order to get a
clear idea of the real situation through a tour of sev-
eral months and be able to report on it, states that an
absolute change has taken place among American
people in favor of Germany. Even the most obstinate
Yankee become convinced that the Germans have
been wronged and that they have been deceived by
English propaganda. They all wish to make restitu-
tion to Germany. Especially in banking and com-

_mercial circles it is now realized that Germany had

not been conquered by military forces but by .her
misplaced faith in the honesty of Wilson's promises.
The main thing now is for Germany #o remain firm
in regard to all further demands of the entente, as
nothing has made such a bad impression in America
as the weak and submissive attitude of Germany dur-
ing the Versailles peace conference. Though skepti-
cism of America by Germany has been Jalhﬁed one
may now rely upon Amenu.

Italian Near-East Policy.
EPORTS from Rome declare that in response
R to the inquiries of the British government re-
garding a convention between Italy and the
Turkish Nationalists, ‘the Italian government have
given the text of this convention to the British am-
bassador.
be published.
It is openly acknowledged that the Italian’ goveri- -
ment support the demands of Mustapha Kemal and
the Constantinople government for a revision of the

Sevres treaty, which ‘will restore the Smyrna enclave’

and Thrace to Turkey. Only when this is done, it is

held, will affairs fu the Near East become at afl sia.

bilized. It is also acknowledged, though not so open-

ly, that the interests of Italy will be better served by

a cordial understanding with the Turks than by sup-
port of the projects of the Greeks to establish their
empire in the Aegean. Turkey possesses resources
which Italy needs and the market for Italian goods in
Asia Minor would be more accessible to Italian com-
merce under the rule of the Turks than under the
Greeks or any of the industrial copntries of Europe.
The Italians, {urmnon, bave mlul llnk love on |
the Greeks, espec since ﬂippnlﬁp fhlm}hqo'l
Venizelos whi:l: raised Greec sl ¢, for the monmm into
a formidable rival

It is said, however. that the ‘text will not

: |hnthcehuﬁem

British Out of Mesopotmin.

R SOME TIME there have been rumors regard-
hltlnvmuwlldthlri&hmh»

‘Churchill, the new colonial secretary, has settled
mn«h:wmmlunhmuam_b ;'
the Emir Feisul. This journal doubts mm-& -
arrangement will permit the withdrawal of the British
troops. It asks if the pro-British party is likely to
ur._eptan"impoaudm'houulyc‘hhhihl.,
throne is our faver.” As for the rebellious element—
the Kurds and Shiah Moslems—will they welcome an }:
Arab prince? “If it took 200,000 men to hold M:'
this element, what resources can ?cbll Irh; h
-him to replace tbluf" 3 et

Referring to the oil controversy wkt A-ukq.&l 4
Ncuu .and Athenaéum, continues: “While these doubts .'
lead us fo question the expectation that this solution
will ‘avoid the military burden of Mesopotamia, the
publication of the official corregpondence with America
over our oil.monopoly serves fo remind us of the
moral cost. Lord Curzon is a more effective
dispatch writer than Mr. Colby, and on the "
mere legality he can make a plausible
himself on the concessions granted by
the war. Such ‘rights’ bad, however, no value
frmihed«:iuouo’ltb:lllhlmnlmm
new cifcumstances. Lord Curzon is really
that our assumption of the role of disinterested
tector over MeYopotamia altered nothing.”

Russ-German Trade Agreemeﬁt, %

EFERRING to recent reports that a t
R agreement has been signed by the Soviet
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